Korean Fundamentals #1

Vowels Consonants

- Korean words are made by putting letters
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- The Korean alphabet consists of 24 letters. There are 10 vowels LE T M -II.——'i'-
and 14 consonants which are combined to make other letters. ﬂﬂ ﬂﬂ ﬂﬂ
- A lot of Korean words have a basis in hanja although use o = |nitia = Medial F = Fina
A lot of K ds have a basis in hanja although use of | = Initial M = Medial F = Final
hanja is not as frequently used as in the past. (consonants) (vowels)  {consonants)
SENTENCE STRUCTURE MORE INFO
The sentence structure of Korean is different A word of caution about romanization. We have included romanization in our
h h f Enalish. K foll guide, but it is strongly recommended that you listen to the actual sounds of the
t on-t ato 'ng ish. Korean follows a SOV letters as the way a word sounds is completely different than how it might
(Subject, Object, Verb) structure. look romanized.
English‘ S+V+O=]|+eat+a+ banana Here are how some of the letters actually sound compared to their romanization:
O} is more like the ‘a’ in father 9l is more like the ‘we’ in wet
Korean: S+ O +V = | + banana + eat. Of is more like the ‘ya’ in yacht 9| is more like the word “we’
(Lh=HILILIE HOo|R) 0f is more like the ‘ou’ in young 9| is more like the ‘vey’ in muey
0f is more like the ‘you’in young
You can also have sentences which omit the 2 is more like the ‘o’ in yo yo Also note that the letters 0i| and Of
subied or obiect: 2 is more like the ‘yo’ in yo yo are considered be be the same
2 is more like the ‘00’ in moon sound recently. In the past, these
O + V: Now + banana + eat. & is more like the word “you’ two letters had a more distinct
9 is more like ‘00’in good difference from one another. But
A2 HILIL}IE HOo{ 2 . . b A
(A= HHILES 5012.) 0| is more like the ‘ee’ in green as Korean has evolved, these two
0f is more like the ‘ay’ in bay kind of just blended together.
S+V:1+go. OH is more like the word ‘yay’
- . . 1,7 °
(LF=712) 0ll is more like the ‘e’ in set Also, for the letter 2| has long
0fl is more like the ‘ye’ in ye been romanized in a way that
Because of this sentence structure, you will not QHP 5 ee :ite *:e ‘wa’ in water can confuse beginners. Although
. . . off is more like the ‘wai’ in waiter romanized as ‘oe’ it sounds
know if the ;peaker ISI tT‘Ikmngbl?Ul: the past, 9| is more like the ‘wai’ in waiter more like 2ff.
present, or tuture until the end ot the sentence. 2] is more like the “wo’ in won

Q\)\C\(“‘A

See if you can read and pronounce these words:
28 EA B I AY F& o O HRE H F2

hotel taxi team car game kiss wine pizza computer chip juice
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SPECIAL RULES

SPEECH LEVELS

Some and letter combi

have different pronunciations when they are If you are younger:

in the final posifion. When followed by ‘0" these consonant sounds carry over. For beginners, there are 3 main speech levels you
shouldbbe :cmlll:ar.wnhb(t.here_urefacluully sheverelc:l ot EoME e oF WaH BHHE Q.
——— more, but for the hmem eing, just OCLI':FO" these three). You can talk casually with me. You can talk casually with me.
PRONUNCIATION WHEN FOLLOWED These are called 2L (1&2) and HHY (#3).
CONSONANT IN FINAL POSITION EXAMPLES BY THE LETTER ‘0" . . .
c 1 202 2o 1. ~ & L|C}/ (nida) ending = Honorific and most formal If you are the same age:
E 2o (H) 2. (0t/0{/0d) 2 / (a/eo/yeo) yo ending = Less casual than 2L E2SNR7 . 2 HolA| o= 5]%7 ;
number 1, but still polite and natural. Can be used with most Shall we use &2 with each other? | can use F2 with you right?
A people you meet. .
d *ol (@A) Referring to people
° 3. 0}/0{/01 / (a/eo/yeo) ending = The most casual and
SLOIM (OIAD intimate form. Used with close people and people younger . y
- people gr ple young In Korea, you would generally refer to people with a fitle of some
L2 (AAHR) than you or the same age as you. Using HHt o someone sort. If you are not using the casual speech level, then you would
outside of these situations (unless you've gotten permission add “#|” to that person’s name. For example:
from them) is considered extremly rude.
MM 2 P
To be safe, always start by using #2 polite form BEAN 224 M
- — (basically add 2 to everything) and after you find Peonl | terred to by fif h ol bli
out the person’s age and only after getting permission eople are also referred to by fitles in the workplace, in public,
" upar and in general instead of their names. For example:
2.1, 13,15 should you use I, (older brother)
PRONUNCIATION WHEN FOLLOWED Examples: _ AR ddd AL < bt siptde o
CONSONANT IN FINAL POSITION EXAMPLES BY THE LETTER ‘o’ #1 Speech level = AFZEHLICE (boss) (teacher) (older (older

sister) brother)

=]
L =201 (FH) #2 Speech level = Al
L2 I_ ML AOLA] (2A2A) #3 Speech level = AR} 2L is used by women to other women older than them. =L} is used
5 ———— > by men to women older than them. 2t} is used by women to men
= older than them. & is used by men to other men older than them.
Asking and giving permission to use

lower speech levels:
P you would add “O} or “OF” to their name. Names that end with a
PRONUNCIATION WHEN FOLLOWED uopn : .
CONSONANT IN FINAL POSITION EXAMPLES BY THE LETTER ‘o’ If you are older: consonant are followed by “0}”. Names ending without consonants

o (station) of are followed by “Of”. For example:
o =0l (7D U e EQ7 2 H5HH S = EHR? _ °
=1 Holg| (KofH|) Can | use 82t with you? Can | speak comfortably with you? EMo}  2X|of
L Stoll (HEAl)
" 2 =) N BASIC PHRASES

21 o "° e | #ew @am
ENGLISH KOREAN ROMANIZED

Pronounced as am
Hello OHIASIAI2

Goodbye

(If you are |eavmg and
the other person is staying)

Goodbye

(If you are staying and
the other person is leaving)

If you are close with the person and you want to get their attention,

PRONUNCIATION WHEN FOLLOWED
CONSONANT IN FINAL POSITION EXAMPLES BY THE LETTER ‘o’

2 0| (o42))

o

an-nyeong-ha-se-yo

an-nyeong-hi gye-se-yo

(to lick)
Pronounced as ‘Rt
Bt (to bol
Pronounced as ‘BEf

an-nyeong-hi ga-se-yo

kam-sa-ham-ni-da

PRONUNCIATION WHEN FOLLOWED Th an k YO u
CONSONANT IN FINAL POSITION EXAMPLES o THE LoTreR o

& (spring) =1
Pronounced as ﬁ 2

PRONUNCIATION 'WHEN FOLLOWED
CONSONANT IN FINAL POSITION EXAMPLES BY THE LETTER ‘o’

4 (rice, food, O (YR

8 (ehe)
o (fr o

o o

Nice to meet you ban-gap-seum-ni-da

joe-song-ham-ni-da

ojokgtL|ct mi-an-ham-ni-da

Excuse me/
Just a moment

:

jam-si-man-yo

7.

PRONUNCIATION 'WHEN FOLLOWED
CONSONANT IN FINAL POSITION EXAMPLES BY THE LETTER ‘0’

|_o [ .oum, | v




