
How to Say it in Korean!

How to say ʻHelloʼ in Korean

Formal: 안녕하십니까? (an-nyeong-ha-sim-ni-kka) To show a high level of respect, use this version. This
is often used during speeches, formal announcements, etc. (1)

Polite: 안녕하세요 (an-nyeong-ha-se-yo) To be polite, use this in most situations. (2)

Informal: 안녕 (an-nyeong) Use this with close people you know and people younger than you. (3)

On the phone: 여보세요? (yeo-bo-se-yo) This is only used when answering the phone. (4)

Slang: 안뇽 (an-nyong) Cuter version of the informal way of saying hello. (5) 

How to say ʻGoodbyeʼ in Korean

Formal: 안녕히 가십시오 (an-nyeong-hi ga-ship-shio): The formal way of saying goodbye if the other
person is leaving. (10-1)

안녕히 가십시오 (an-nyeong-hi ga-ship-shio): The formal way of saying goodbye if you are leaving and
the other person is staying. (10-2)

Polite: 안녕히 가세요 (an-nyeong-hi ga-se-yo): Use this if the other person is leaving. (6)

안녕히 계세요 (an-nyeong-hi gye-se-yo): Use this if you are leaving and the other person is staying. (7)

가세요 (ga-se-yo): A polite way of saying “go”. Older people use this towards younger people. (8)

잘 가요 (jal-ga-yo): Means to “go well”. Itʼs Polite version of “잘 가” below. (9)

Informal: 안녕 (an-nyeong) Yes this can also be used to say goodbye! (11)

잘 가 (jal-ga): If the other person is leaving, use this. It literally means “go well”. (12)

나 먼저 가 (na meon-jeo ga): If you are leaving first, use this. It means Iʼll go first. (13)

내일 봐 (nae-il bwa): See you tomorrow. (14)

이따 봐 (i-tta bwa): See you later. (15)

다음에 봐 (da-eum-e bwa): See you next time. (16)

 

How to say ʻThank Youʼ in Korean

Formal: 감사합니다 (gam-sa-ham-ni-da): This is the most common way of saying thank you in Korean.
You can use this with pretty much anyone. This is especially useful in public places like stores,
restaurants, etc. (17)
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고맙습니다 (go-map-seum-ni-da): This is the second formal way of saying thank you. This, and 감사합니다

are pretty much the same. (18)

Polite: 고마워요 (go-ma-weo-yo): Although this is the standard form, you will only use this with 
people close to you who are also older than you. (19)

Informal: 고마워 (go-ma-weo): Use this with close people you know (friends, siblings, etc.) and people
younger than you. (20)

How to say ʻSorryʼ in Korean

Formal: 죄송합니다 (joe-song-ham-ni-da): This is the most preferred way of saying sorry if you want
to be respectful and show that you are serious about your apology (and for serious situations). A 
small bow with your head is also preferred. (21)

미안합니다 (mi-an-ham-ni-da): This version can also be used although the one above is slightly more
respectful. (22)

Polite: 죄송해요 (joe-song-hae-yo): This would be used to say sorry in not so serious situations.
However, itʼs always a good idea to just go with the formal version when saying sorry. (23)

미안해요 (mi-an-hae-yo): Like the formal versions, this one can also be used in place of 죄송해요. (24)

Informal: 미안해 (mi-an-hae): Use this with people close to you and young children. (25)

How to say ʻGood Morningʼ in Korean

Formal: 잘 주무셨어요? (jal ju-mu-shyeo-sseo-yo): This is a common greeting for good morning and
you would use this towards people older than you. It means “Did you sleep well?” (26)

안녕히 주무셨어요? (an-nyeong-hi ju-mu-shyeo-sseo-yo): This is one is also used towards people older 
than you and means “Did you sleep peacefully?” (27)

*Only use the above two phrases after someone has just woken up and you first meet them early in
the morning*

좋은 아침입니다 (jo-eun a-chim-im-ni-da): This literally means good morning and itʼs the closest phrase to
the English phrase “good morning”. (28)

Polite: 잘 잤어요? (jal ja-sseo-yo): The standard form of “Did you sleep well” from above. (29)

좋은 아침이에요 (jo-eun a-chim-i-e-yo): This is the Standard form of “Good morning” from above. (30)

Informal: 잘 잤어? (jal ja-sseo): Use this with people close to you and young children. This is the most
casual form of “Did you sleep well?” (31)

좋은 아침: (jo-eun a-chim): This is the casual version of the literal “Good morning.” (32)


