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Welcome to How to Say it in Korean!
Thank you for your purchase.
In this short ebook, you will find 50
basic and essential phrases that you can
use immediately in daily conversation.

This ebook is mainly targeted towards
casuals and beginners learning Korean. Maybe
you will only be in Korea for a short time
and just want to get around with the basics
or maybe you have some Korean friends you
want to impress. These phrases will help you.

Some basics about this ebook:

Formal: Use these phrases around people older
than you and in professional settings.

Polite: The standard way most Koreans speak to
people they don’t know well. Also used towards
people older than you outside of a formal setting.

Casual: Use these phrases with people younger than you
and people close to you like best friends and family.

Green numbers: These numbers correspond to the audio
track for that phrase.

Good luck!
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How to Say it in Korean!

- — = = — — — GENACECVALCICEINGICCI — — — — — — -

Formal: QHESIL|7E? (an-nyeong-ha-sim-nikka) To show a high level of respect, use this version. This
is often used during speeches, formal announcements, etc. (1)

Polite: QH3SIM|L (an-nyeong-ha-se-yo) To be polite, use this in most situations. (2)
Informal: Hd (an-nyeong) Use this with close people you know and people younger than you. (3)
On the phone: {2 M|27? (yeo-bo-se-yo) This is only used when answering the phone. (4)

Slang: 2= (an-nyong) Cuter version of the informal way of saying hello. (5)

- = = — — — — GGCACKVREILLGCMIE G — — — — — — -

Formal: QH33| 7H4 A2 (an-nyeong-hi ga-ship-shio): The formal way of saying goodbye if the other
person is leaving. (10-1)

OH33| 7HJ AL (an-nyeong-hi ga-ship-shio): The formal way of saying goodbye if you are leaving and
the other person is staying. (10-2)

Polite: QH33] 7tM|2 (an-nyeong-hi ga-se-yo): Use this if the other person is leaving. (6)

OHA3| AIM| (an-nyeong-hi gye-se-yo): Use this if you are leaving and the other person is staying. (7)
7tMI2 (ga-se-yo): A polite way of saying “go”. Older people use this towards younger people. (8)
Z 7t2 (jal-ga-yo): Means to “go well”. It’s Polite version of “Z 7} below. (9)

Informal: QHd (an-nyeong) Yes this can also be used to say goodbye! (11)

2 7t (jal-ga): If the other person is leaving, use this. It literally means “go well”. (12)

L} HZ| 7t (na meon-jeo ga): If you are leaving first, use this. It means I'll go first. (13)

LHY ¥} (nae-il bwa): See you tomorrow. (14)

o|tct 8} (i-ta bwa): See you later. (15)

CtS0l| 8} (da-eum-e bwa): See you next time. (16)

- — = = = — — QAR QCURI NIy — — — — — — -

Formal: ZEAFEILICt (gam-sa-ham-ni-da): This is the most common way of saying thank you in Korean.
You can use this with pretty much anyone. This is especially useful in public places like stores,
restaurants, etc. (17)
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NELICH (go-map-seum-ni-da): This is the second formal way of saying thank you. This, and ZFAFEIL|C}
are pretty much the same. (18)

Polite: 1102 (go-ma-weo-yo): Although this is the standard form, you will only use this with
people close to you who are also older than you. (19)

Informal: 109 (go-ma-weo): Use this with close people you know (friends, siblings, etc.) and people
younger than you. (20)

- = = = = — — QEACKELVANIGUEIN G — — — — — — -

Formal: Z2|&8L|Ct (joe-song-ham-ni-da): This is the most preferred way of saying sorry if you want
to be respectful and show that you are serious about your apology (and for serious situations). A
small bow with your head is also preferred. (21)

O|QFgtLICt (mi-an-ham-ni-da): This version can also be used although the one above is slightly more
respectful. (22)

Polite: Z|&32 (joe-song-hae-yo): This would be used to say sorry in not so serious situations.
However, it's always a good idea to just go with the formal version when saying sorry. (23)

0|25 (mi-an-hae-yo): Like the formal versions, this one can also be used in place of Z|&3H2. (24)

Informal: O]kl (mi-an-hae): Use this with people close to you and young children. (25)

- = = = = = — WERCEVACILLENIOT I Gy — — — — — — -

Formal: Z F2M40{27? (jal ju-mu-shyeo-sseo-yo): This is a common greeting for good morning and
you would use this towards people older than you. It means “Did you sleep well2” (26)

OHAS5| F2410{27? (an-nyeong-hi ju-mu-shyeo-sseo-yo): This is one is also used towards people older
than you and means “Did you sleep peacefully?” (27)

*Only use the above two phrases after someone has just woken up and you first meet them early in
the morning™

Z2 of2IYUL|Ct (jo-eun a-chim-im-ni-da): This literally means good morning and it’s the closest phrase to
the English phrase “good morning”. (28)

Polite: 2 Zk0{27? (jal ja-sseo-yo): The standard form of “Did you sleep well” from above. (29)

0|||-)l

2 0t20[%|2 (jo-eun a-chim-i-e-yo): This is the Standard form of “Good morning” from above. (30)

Informal: ZF Zt0{? (jal ja-sseo): Use this with people close to you and young children. This is the most
casual form of “Did you sleep well2” (31)

0|||-)l
rlo

Of2!: (jo-eun a-chim): This is the casual version of the literal “Good morning.” (32)
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- = = = = — — GGEACECVACIILANGI NIy — — — — — — -

Formal: QH335| F2M|L (an-nyeong-hi ju-mu-se-yo): This literally means to tell someone to sleep
peacefully. Use this towards people significantly older than you (basically your elders). (33)

Mokt Yt £|M|2 (pyeon-an-han bam doe-se-yo): This is another formal way to say good night. lts
literal meaning means to have a comfortable night. (34)

Polite: & 2t (jal ja-yo): This is probably the most common form of good night you will hear and
use. It means to sleep well. Use this with people you know who are older than you or people you
don’t know well. (35)

Z2 B 1L (jo-eun kkum kkweo-yo): This is basically the equivalent of “Sweet dreams” in English. It's
literal translation could be something to the effect of “Dream good dreams.” (36)

Informal: Z 2} (jal ja): Use this with people close to you and young children. This is telling someone
to sleep well. (37)

Z2 B W (jo-eun kkum kkweo): This is the casual version of “Sweet dreams”. (38)

— — SEACECVAGEI NGOV G — — — — — — -

Formal: ‘4412 Z5tEZL|CH (saeng-shin-eul chuk-ha-deu-rim-ni-da): This way of saying happy birthday
uses the formal word for birthday (4i41) and is used towards your elders. (39)

Polite: MY Z3}&tL|CH (saeng-il chuk-ha-ham-ni-da): Although this has the formal ending “QJL|C}”
we would still consider this the standard greeting as even with close friends and family, it is

used. (40)

Aol 231512 ! (saeng-il chuk-ha-hae-yo): This is basically the same as the phrase directly above except
that it's slightly more casual. (41)

Informal: 24 Z3}5l! (saeng-il chuk-hae): This is the most casual form of happy birthday. You would
only want to use this with your close friends, siblings, and children. (42)

= = = = = = — EGRECVRETR SR, — — — — — — -

Formal: AfZHgHL|Ct (sa-rang-ham-ni-da): 1t’s kind of strange to say ‘I love you’ in a formal setting so you
probably won’t be using this one much. However, it’s still good to know. (43)

Polite: At (sa-rang-hae-yo): This is less casual than the first, but not the most commonly used
version of ‘I love you’. (44)

A&l (sa-rang-hae): This is the most common way of saying | love you that you will use. Because you
are usually saying this phrase to someone like a romantic partner, family memeber, or close friend, the
casual version is usually the best way of expressing ‘I love you'. (45)
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Bonus: L} AtHal| (na-do sa-rang-hae): This means ‘I love you too.’ (46)

How to say ‘Yes’ in Korean

|
I
L]
|

Formal: 0| (ye): You can use this in formal situations. (47)

Polite: Y| (ne): This is more widely used and while considered ‘standard’, this is also acceptable
in formal situations. (48)

*Both 0f| and Y| can basically be used interchangeably. However, Y| is more widely used and in some
situations, using 8| can have a mocking tone to it. To be safe, just use | in most conversations.*

Informal: /0] (eung/eo): These are both used casually with people younger than you or people you
know well. Don’t use these with people much older than you as it can be considered very rude. You
will find most friends using this in text messaging. Also € is seen as more feminine while 0] is seen as
more masculine. (49)

How to say ‘No’ in Korean

|
‘
L]

|

Formal/Polite: OL|2 (a-ni-yo): This is very simple to remember and you will want to use this version
when asked a question from someone older than you. Sometimes OfL| 2 is also used. This is an older
spelling that is still sometimes used on TV shows set in the Joseon Dynasty era. (50)

Informal: OfL| (a-ni): This is the casual form which drops the ‘2’. You can use this with people close to
you and younger than you. (51)

Other: 22 (an-dwae-yo): This basically means that something is not allowed. So if someone asks
you for you food, you can reply with this. It has a stronger tone than the other ways of saying no. (52)

- = — — — — — @GGENRCEVAY LIRS — — — — — — -

Formal: ~F4A|2 (ju-ship-shi-o): If you want to ask someone to do something for you, use this with
another verb. So for example if you want to ask someone to tell you something, you would say

‘Al FAA|'. Here, you are combining the verb ‘&35}C} (conjugated to L5H)’ with 4 A|2. You can
do this with pretty much any verb or noun. (53)

Polite: ~3M|L (ju-se-yo): This is the casual form of the phrase above. The same rule applies here.
So for example if you wanted bread, you could say ‘¥ FM|L'. (54)

Informal: | (jweo): This is the most casual form of both above. The same rule applies to this one as
well. (55)

Other: |2 (jweo): This can be directly translated to please in English. However, this is used mainly

in negative situations where you are pleading or begging someone to do/not do something. You

would never use this to ask for something like water, food, etc. For example you could say ‘A|& 7}x|O}
which means ‘Please don’t go’. (56)
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- = = = = — — AR AL ARGy — — — — — — -

Formal: 2 Z|L§410{27? (jal ji-nae-shyeo-sseo-yo): This is a simple way to ask someone ‘Have you been
well2’ Use this towards people older than you. (57)

YA Z|L 40|27 (eo-tteo-ke ji-nae-shyeo-sseo-yo): This is very similar to the one above. The only
difference is that ‘2 (well)’ has been replaced with ‘0{"@2| (how)’. This translates this phrase into
‘How have you been’?2 (58)

Polite: 2 2|%40{27 (jal ji-nae-sseo-yo): This is the standard form of ‘& Z|Lf410{27?’ from above. (59)
YA 2|40|2? (eo-tteo-ke ji-nae-sseo-yo): Standard form of ‘O{E | Z|LHA10{ 27’ from above. (60)
ZH AU 27 (jal i-sseo-sseo-yo): This is another way to ask ‘Have you been well2’ (61)

Informal: ZF Z|540{? (jal ji-nae-sseo): You would use this towards a close friend or sibling you haven’t
seen in awhile. (62)

LA Z|540{? (eo-tteo-ke ji-nae-sseo): You would use this towards a close friend or sibling you haven't
seen in awhile. (63)

ZF AA0|? (jal i-sseo-sseo): You would use this towards a close friend or sibling you haven’t
seen in awhile. (64)

Other: B HA0{2? (bap meo-geo-sseo): Koreans commonly ask this question towards one another. It
literally means ‘Have you eaten?’, but it is alsoused as a way of asking someone how they are. (65)

- = = = — — — G2V ORI NCIC ., — — — — — — -

Formal: | 0|22 (name)YL|C} (je i-reum-i [name]im-ni-da): You can use this to say your name to
people older than you. (66)

Polite: A| 0|82 (name)O|M|2 (je i-reum-i [name]i-e-yo): Use this form to be polite with new people
are the same age as you or with new coworkers. (67)

Informal: LYf O] &2 (name)O|Of (je i-reum-i [name]i-ya): Use this towards people younger than you. (68)

- = = = — — — SUACKEACTECAYILL PRI Gy — — — — — — -

Formal: Z10t0|2 (cheon-man-i-e-yo): This is the official definition of ‘you’re welcome’ that you will
find often in books. Although this is not used in daily conversation, it’s still a good phrase to know. (69)

Polite: OIL|O|2 (a-ni-e-yo): This is the most common way of saying thank you to someone. It closely
translates to ‘Oh it’s nothing/No problem.’ (70)



How to Say it in Korean!

Mot (gwaen-chan-a-yo): This has a literal meaning of ‘It's okay/It’s alright’/’It’s nothing’. It can
aslo be used with otL|0of|2. (71)

‘ofL|0f|2, Aot = Don’t worry, it's okay. (72)
Casual: OfL|OF (a-ni-ya): This is the casual form of OIL|0|2. (73)

MZFOLR (gwaen-chan-a): This is the standard form of 2H&t0LL2. (74)

Formal: QLA BIZEELICE (man-na-seo ban-gap-seum-ni-da): This combines words for meet and glad.
It litereally means ‘I’'m glad to meet you’. BFLIC} means to meet and YFIC} means to be pleased

or happy. Use this formal version in situations like professional meetings/gatherings or to someone
older. (75)

Polite: DFLEM BE7t22 (man-na-seo ban-geo-weo-yo): Use this with people who are the same age as
you or if you know it's a normal everyday situation when meeting people outside of a formal or
professional setting. (76)

Casual: BHLEM HE71Q] (man-na-seo ban-geo-weo): Since you want to be as polite as possible when
meeting someone for the first time, you will probably want to avoid using the casual version. Only use
this if speaking to a young child, and even then, a simple 2Hd would be okay. (77)

Formal: £stEYL|CH (chuk-ha-deu-rim-ni-da): This is the highest level of formality you can use when
congratulating someone. Use this with bosses, teachers, or in general people with positions of power
over you in the workplace. (78)

There are some variations with these. For example for weddings, you can use £3=2{2 which is a
more casual form of Z5tEZIL|C} while still being formal. For example Z2& £35tE8{2! (A& =
wedding). You can just add the occasion to the beginning of your congratulations. For close friends,
you can simply use the Polite and casual forms with these words as well (2& £35}5l [2]).

Z51L|CH (chuk-ha-ham-ni-da): Use this with people older than you. You would also use this
to congratulate someone on their wedding or graduation. If you want to be formal without sounding
too proper in the wrong context, use this one rather than the one above. (79)

Polite: £3t3ll2! (chuk-ha-hae-yo): The 2 has been added on and you would say this to acquaintances,
not so close friends, coworkers, and neighbors. (80)

Casual: 25}5l|! (chuk-ha-hae): Notice that the ‘2’ is dropped as usual for the casual form. You would
say this to very close friends, children, and someone younger than you. (81)
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R R How to say ‘| miss you’ in Korean —_—_— — = = -

Formal: B3 A&L|C} (po-go ship-seum-ni-da): Usually when you say you miss someone, they are
proably pretty close to you so the formal version of ‘I miss you’ is not used often. (82)

Polite: 11 A10{2 (po-go ship-eo-yo): This could be used if you're talking about missing someone who
is older than you OR if you're speaking of missing someone in a conversation with someone who is
older than you. (83)

Casual: 31 410 (po-go ship-eo): This is the main version of | miss you that you would use since when
you usually speak of missing someone, they are very close to you. (84)

- — = = = — — GGEOACKVADCIINEI NGy — — — — — — -

Formal: StQU&L|Ct (ma-shi-sseum-nida): You could use this in a formal setting like a business lunch
with your boss. You wold also hear this in advertisements or broadcasts. (85)

Polite: BtQI0{ L2 (ma-shi-sseo-yo): Use this if you're eating a meal with someone older than you who
is not particularly close. (To say something is not delicious, you can say “Stgi0{2") (86)

Casual: BFL0] (ma-shi-sseo): Use this with your close friends and family to describe a delicious meal.
(To say something is not delicious, you can say “StQ10{") (87)

- — — — — — — QAR VYARI OISR G — — — — — — -

Formal: 2{& [name]M& Z0}&tL|C} (jeo-neun [name]-sshi-reul jo-a-ham-ni-da): Although you would
probably not find yourself in a situation to use the formal way of saying ‘I like you’, it is still good to
know just in case. ‘2|’ is a formal way of saying ‘l’, and ‘M|’ is a suffix added to someone’s name
to be polite. (88)

Polite: 2{ [name]M| Z0I5HL (jeo [name]-sshi jo-a-hae-yo): Use this if you want to tell someone older
than you, or higher rank than you that you like them. (89)

Casual: L} L Z0}3l (na neo jo-a-hae): Use this with close people and people younger than you. In
this casual form, the casual word for you,’’, is used. You should only use this word with peple very
close to you as it's rude otherwise. The word ‘L}’ is the casual form for ‘I'. (90)

- = = = = = — @AKWY CEI G — — — — — — -

Formal: Maj|gL|C} (shillye-ham-ni-da): This is a very formal and polite way of saying excuse me. This
can be used often when out in public and you are trying to get someone’s attention like asking for
help. If you're not sure which excuse me to use, use this one just to be safe. (91)
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Polite: 2472t0t2 /ZFA|BE2  (jam-ggan-man-yo/jam-shi-man-yo): The literal meaning of these words is
“Wait a moment/second/mintue.” However if you are taking the bus, subway, or just walking around,
you can say these two phrases to politely let someone know they are in your way and you need to
pass them. (92)

7|2/27|2 (yeo-gi-yo/cheo-gi-yo): These to words are commonly heard in restaurants to get the
server’s attention. You can also use these to get someone’s attention while out in public. (93)

Casual: ZF72E0E/2EA|BE (jam-ggan-man/jam-shi-man-yo): These are just the casual versions of the polite
ways to say excuse me. The “2"” is dropped with these. (94)

- = = = = — — ARV @Gy — — — — — — -

Formal: 2 3tM|2 (jal ha-se-yo): This means to do well. You could say this to someone before a test,
job interview, etc. (95)

Polite: 2 82 (jal hae-yo): Use this one with someone who is not close to you but you still want to
sound polite. (96)

Casual: Z 3l (jal hae): This is the most casual form. Use this with your close friends and family to
wish them good luck. (97)

Other: 3}0|&! (hwa-iting): This is a very common term used to wish someone good luck. It’s Konglish
for “Fighting” although it doesn’t Itierally mean to fight someone. Only use this with your friends. (98)

2 5t ot/ 511 ¢} (jal ha-go wa-yo/jal ha-go wa): This phrase is telling someone to do well and
return. Use with your friends and people you know to be polite. (99)

*The number 7 is considered lucky in Korea. Dreaming of a pig is also considered lucky and means
money and wealth are coming to you.*

- - = = = = — QALK VAETCEI NI — — — — — — -

Formal: HY&LICt (gwi-yeop-seum-ni-da): This is the formal version of saying cute. It's not very likely
that you will use cute in a formal situation though. For instance | highly doubt you would call your boss
or teacher cute to their face. It really sounds kind of awkward. (100)

Polite: H {22 (gwi-yeo-weo-yo): This is the standard version that you will want to use around people
who you are not close to or people older than you. Notice the 2 ending. (101)

Casual: F|049] (gwi-yeo-weo): This is the one that you will probably hear most often and it is used
around your close friends, family, and people younger than you. (102)

Other: } 20| (hwa-iting): This is a Korean slang word used to describe someone who is cute or acts
cute. You could use this to describe a baby, child, pet, significant other etc. It's a very versatile slang
word. (103)
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- — — — — — — QARG LRI N G — — — — — — -

ZiHjj! (geon-bae): This is the most common way to say cheers or make a toast. You can use this with
pretty much anyone. It literally means “empty glass”. You will use and hear this one the most often
when you go out and drink. (104)

215t04! (wi-ha-yeo): Most people have not heard of this one because it used mostly by older people.
It is more common among the older Koreans and you’ll rarely hears this from younger people. This
is also commonly said when a toast is made among a business meeting or gathering. (105)

% (jjan): This is the most casual way to say cheers and is more of a kind of slang. Should only be used
with people you are close to and you will hear this frequently used among younger people. (106)

2 4F (weon-shyat): This is the Konglish version of “one shot”. When you say this, it's time to down
your drink in one go. (107)

*Formalities are really not needed when doing cheers and toasts*

- — = — — — — GEACKCVALLITOVRNCVA LS N Iy — — — — — — -

Formal: AjSH & 20| oM A|2 (sae-hae bok ma-ni ba-deu-sip-sio): Use this in formal settings, to
people who have authority over you, people you respect, etc. You will also see this version used on
television shows and ads. (108)

Polite: M5l & 20| oML (sae-hae bok ma-ni ba-deu-se-yo): Use this with your coworkers and
people you may encoutner during the day (clerks, store workers, etc.). This phrase literally means to
have lots of luck in the new year. (109)

HES5E M3H EIMI2 (haeng-bok-han sae-hae doe-se-yo): This is another polite way of saying happy new
year. The difference between this one and the one above is this one means to literally have a happy
new year. (110)

Casuval: M3l 5 2£0| &0} (sae-hae bok ma-ni ba-da): You typically wouldn’t use this version of happy
new year except among your close friends and family. Even then, most times the polite version is still

used. (111)
- - = = = — — LRV OEG NE I CEEI Gy — — — — — — -
Formal: 58t J2|AOLA E|MA|2 (haeng-bok-han keu-ri-seu-ma-seu doe-sip-si-0): You can use this

-

with higer ups that you know or just about anyone if you want to be sure to not offend. (112)

S HEtd HUH A2 (jeul-geo-un seong-tan-jeol bo-nae-sip-si-o): This is another formal way of
saying Merry Christmas. This phrase uses the less common way of saying Christmas ‘€&’ (113)
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Polite: A2|AOtA & BLYMIL (keu-ri-seu-ma-seu jal bo-nae-se-yo): This is the second most common way
of saying Merry Christmas. (114)

Az2|A0tA 2 HIYR (keu-ri-seu-ma-seu jal bo-nae-yo): This is a more casual form of the one above and
is most often used among people you know well. (115)

=12 JErd HUYM|2 (jeul-geo-un seong-tan-jeol bo-nae-se-yo): This form once again uses the
alternate word for Christmas. It's literal meaning is telling someone to enjoy their Christmas. (116)

Casuval: 02| 22| ADFA (me-ri keu-ri-seu-ma-seu): People usually use this phrase to say Merry
Christmas. It's easy to remember because it’s basically ‘Merry Christmas’ written out using Korean
letters. Even though this is under the informal section, you would still be usually be fine using this in
most situations. However, if you aren’t sure, just use the more formal versions above. (117)

3z2|A0rA 2 HLYf (keu-ri-seu-ma-seu jal bo-nae): Use this with your close friends and family. (118)

Formal: Z &LIC} (jal hae-sseum-ni-da): This can be translated as ‘you did well.” You wouldn’t
normally use this as it would probably be very rare for you to tell a superior they did well. (119)

£105HAELICt (su-go ha-shyeo-sseum-ni-da): This second phrase can be translated as ‘Thank you for
your hard work’ or ‘You worked very hard.’ This is more formal than the first phrase and can be used
towards coworkers and workers you see in shops. (120)

Polite: 2 0|2 (jal hae-sseo-yo) / £=113H0{ L2 (su-go hae-sseo-yo): Use these with people you don’t
know very well but still want to be polite towards. (121)

Casuval: 2 30 (jal hae-sseo) / £=113H0] (su-go-hae-sseo): Use this form with people who are close to
you. (122)

Formal: & D2ZELICt (jal mo-reu-get-seum-ni-da) / Z 2EL|C} (jal mo-reum-ni-da): These come from
the verb 2 2C} which means to not know something. Z means well so when you put these words
together, it means “l don’t know well.” (123)

Polite: 22t (molla-yo) / & &2} (jal molla-yo) / &2 2202 (jal mo-reu-ge-sseo-yo): All three of
these can be used in place of the other. However using & sounds a bit more polite. Use these with
casual aquaintances. (124)

Casuval: &2} (molla) / 22710] (mo-reu-ge-sseo): These forms are quick and to the point. Use these
with people you are close to. (125)
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Formal: E&L|C} (jo-seum-ni-da): If you want to say something or a situation is good to someone of
higher status than you, then use this. (126)

Polite: Z0}2 (jo-a-yo): To say something is good to somone you don’t know well, use this.(127)

Casual: £0} (jal hae): Drop the ‘2’ to use the casual form with your close friends and family. (128)
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Formal: 2 5LI7F? (mweo ha-sim-nikka): The chances are very low that you would use this in a
formal situation except for maybe you’re ont he street and someone is acting weird. You could then
use this question to inquire what they are doing while still sounding respectful. (129)

Polite: & StM|2? (mweo ha-se-yo) / & 12? (mweo hae-yo): If someone is not that close to you, you
can use these two. However, the first one is a bit more polite so use this one just to be safe. (130)

Casuval: 8 3i? (mweo hae) / £ 5tL|? (mweo ha-ni): Use these with close people you know. The last
one is very casual. The ‘L]’ is used in casual forms when asking a question. (131)
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Formal: H=28L|C}t (haeng-bok-ham-ni-da): The verb form of happy is ‘S=23}C}. Use this to people
older than you or in formal situations like meetings, interviews, etc. (132)

7| &L|Ct (gi-ppeum-ni-da): This second word is similar to happy but is better translated as glad. (133)

Polite: 2312 (haeng-bok-hae-yo) / 7|2 (gi-ppeo-yo): Change the endings to ‘2’ to make these
polite, but not too formal when talking to people you don’t know. (134)

Casuval: #E3l (haeng-bok-hae) / 7|t4 (gi-ppeo): The casual forms you can use with your close friends
and family. (135)
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Formal: HLUL|7? (jeong-mal-im-ni-kka): This is the formal form of ‘really’ phrased into a question. If
you were at a business meeting with your boss, he may ask this to confirm something. It’s basically the
equivalent of “Did you really2”, “Is that really true2”. (136)

HalL|Ct (jeong-mal-im-ni-da): You can use this to answer when someone uses the formal question
above. (137)

Polite: L2 (jeongmallyo) / ZIRL. (jin-jja-yo): These are to be used with people older than you or
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with people you don’t know very well or just met. Like the formal version, these can also be phrased
as questions to confirm what someone said or to act suprised (Really? Seriously?) (138)

Casual: 242 (jeongmal) / 21%4 (jinja): Use these with close friends and family. (139)
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*For the word you, we are going to show you the basic forms. However, it is better to address

a person by their name or title as saying you can be rude or confrontational. To be safe, don’t use
these at all until you’ve become a bit more advanced at learning Korean*

L1 (neo): This has many different forms, but we will just stick with the basics. You would only

find yourself using this towards a child. This is usually considered rude although lots of older people
may use this towards younger people (not considered rude). (140)

&+4l (dang-shin): This is very confrontational and you don’t need to worry about using this one. (141)

As we said above, it is better to address someone by their name or title. So we are going to list some
ways to do this below:

~M| (sshi): You can add this to someone’s name in order to be polite. You wouldn’t do this to someone
you know well, but to someone like a coworker or someone you just met. (142)

Ex: MM, S0|LM], 2214, BpH (143)

MM (seon-saeng-nim): Teacher. Can also refer to a doctor or anyone that teaches something. (144)
A& (sa-jang-nim): Head of a company. (145)

OtZ{M| (a-jeo-sshi): A middle aged man. (146)

OtZ0t (a-jum-ma): A middle aged woman. (147)

&tOotH 2| (hal-a-beo-ji): A term that normally means grandpa, but can be used to refer to an elderly
man. (148)

&tL| (hal-meo-ni): A term that normally means grandma, but can be used to refer to an elderly
woman. (149)

eI How to say ‘I in Korean EEEEEEEEEEE

Formal: 2| (jeo): Use this to refer to yourself when you are around someone older than yourself or
if you are in a formal setting like an interview or business meeting with your boss. (150)

Polite: L} (na): Use this with people you just met or with people you know well. (151)
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£9 (mu-ot): This is the basic form of the word ‘what’ in Korean. However, it usually does not stand on
its own like this. (152)

2] (mweo): This is the most common way of saying what. It is simplified and you can use it in
sentences like: (153)

2 3l2? (mweo hae-yo): What are you doing? (154)
2 H27t2? (mweo meo-geul-kka-yo): What shall we eat? (155)

*There are variations to these that involve using particles, but you will learn that later if you decide to
study Korean more seriously. *
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Polite: L (wae-yo): To ask why about something, use this with people you are not close to or just
met. (156)

Casual: &}f (wae): Drop the ‘2’ to use the casual form with your close friends and family. (157)
Examples:

3 oA} d2 410 (geu yeo-ja jeong-mal shil-eo): | really dislike that girl. (158)

efi/HL? (wae/wae-yo) = Why? (159)

*If you start off a sentence with why:

off 243} QHHrt0{2? (wae jeon-hwa an-ba-da-sseo-yo): Why didn’t you pick up the phone? (160)

You don’t need to worry about adding the £ to the why as it's added onto the end of the
sentence.
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0]210J? (mi-chyeo-sseo): This is the most common way of saying crazy. You can pose it as a question or
as a statement about someone. However note that most Koreans equate saying this with swearing so
| wouldn’t recommend using this at all. It's just good to know.(161)

How to say ‘Awesome’ in Korean

ALt (mi-chyeo-sseo) / CHEFSE (dae-dan-han) / &5t (gweh-jang-han): These all have slightly
different nuances, but can be commonly used for saying something is amazing.(162)
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Formal: O|&L|C} (ye-ppum-ni-da): While you will probably never use this yourself, you may hear this
in formal settings. (163)

Polite: Of|i{ 2 (ye-ppeo-yo): Like always with the ** ending, you will want to use this with people with
whom you are not very close to. (164)

Casual: of|tt (ye-ppeo): Use this with your close friends and family. (165)

Other: A% of|ZLIC} / ofjt]{ 2 / OfjtH| (jeong-mal ye-ppum-ni-da/ye-ppeo-yo/ye-ppeo): If you want to say
someone is really pretty, then you would use these phrases. (166)
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Formal: OF&Er&LICt (a-reum-dam-seum-ni-da): A litlle more complicated than the formal version of
pretty right? The good thing is that you will rarely need to use this, but it’s still good to put it in your
memory bank. (167)

Polite: O}F2CIY L (a-reum-da-weo-yo): Use this version with people who are older than you, but not
close to you. (168)

Casuval: OFELCtY] (a-reum-da-weo): Use this with your close friends and family. (169)

How to say ‘I’'m hungry’ in Korean

Formal: HjEL|C} (bae-go-peum-ni-da): It's unlikely that you'll use this, but if you’re ever in a really
formal situation, keep this in mind! (170)

Polite: H{T}2 (bae-go-pa-yo): You can say this in most situations with people you don’t know well or
people older than you. If you're really hungry, it can be sort of an exclamation as well. (171)

Casuval: H§211} (bae-go-pa): Use this with your close friends and family. This can also be used as an
exclamation. (172)
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Formal: HiESL|C} (bae-bu-reum-ni-da): Just like hungry in formal Korean, it’s unlikely that you'll use
this, but it’s still good to know. (173)

Polite: HlZ2{2 (bae-bul-leoyo): You can say this in most situations with people you don’t know well or
people older than you. If you're really hungry, it can be sort of an exclamation as well. (174)
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Casual: H{E2{ (bae-bu-reum-ni-da): Use this with close friends and family to exclaim how full you are
after a good meal. (175)

Other: B} (bae-go-pang): This is a cute, aegyo, way of saying I'm hungry to someone. (176)
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Formal: /dgt0] O{YH| M7 / dEH0| O{EA| £|4L|7t? (seong-ha-mi eo-tteo-ke doe-se-yo/seong-ha-mi-
eo-tteo-ke doe-sim-ni-kka): You may not of heard of these phrases before because ‘48t is the formal
way of saying name in Korean. This phrase is used mostly in business meetings but you may also hear
this at places like banks, the airport, etc. so this is a good formal phrase to know and remember. (177)

Polite: 0|]&0| 20|27 (i-reum-i mweo-ye-yo): This is probably the version you may have already heard.
You can use this with most people you’ve just met. Although it’s less formal than the two phrases
above, it’s still pretty safe to use in most situations. ‘0| &’ is the most common way of saying name,and
‘2’ means what. (178)

Casual: 0| 20| 2J0F? (i-reum-i mweo-ya): You would say this to someone like a kid. it would be really
rude to use this towards adults. (179)



